



June 2010

E-news

Dear Iona Community, 

Welcome to the Youth Newsletter Summer Edition. 

I would like to thank all of you for your feedback on the last edition of the newsletter. In this edition, we added some new sections based on your comments, in particular the Questions and Answers and Prayer Requests. I warmly invite you all to engage with these new sections. 

If you have news that you would like to share through this worldwide newsletter, please send them to me, adr@wcc-coe.org before the 14th of July. 

Wishing all of you wonderful vacation. 

In Christ, 

Anastasia Dragan 

Intern for Youth and Ecumenical Formation 

 

Youth at the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC)
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Youth is getting ready to play a key role during next year's International Ecumenical Peace Convocation, which will take place in Kingston, Jamaica 17-25 May 2011. The hope is to have 25% of participants under 30. 

To ensure youth involvement at all levels, a youth representative was delegated to the IEPC International Planning Committee. Appointed by Echos, this role is fulfilled by Joel Richards, a young man from St. Vincent, living in Barbados, from the Trinidad and Tobago office of the Caribbean Conference of Churches who is also alumni of the University of the West Indies in Jamaica where the IEPC will take place.  We can truly say we are blessed by Joel’s Caribbean-wide contribution! 

Read more 


 

Global News and Upcoming Events

Latin American- Continental Event
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Gathering contributions from 259 youth representing Latin American governments and civil society groups, the pre-conference “Juventud de las Américas” adopted the agreement “Carta de Salvador de Bahia” on 26 May 2010 in the Brazilian city giving its name to the document. 

This pre-conference is a key step towards the preparation of the World Youth Conference in Mexico, Leon/ Guanajuato, August 23-27 and its main focus will be on the need of overcoming discrimination, inequalities and poverty for youth in the continent. In Salvador de Bahia, effective youth participation in the drafting of policies and the search for equal opportunities irrespective of gender, ethnicity or social origins were at the centre of the discussions. 

The follow-up to the commitments made in Salvador de Bahia will be ensured by the participants from the civil society organizations. They will start by asking their governments a shift from elaborating statistical data for social indicators, so that these reflect the reality by age group and become a better tool in the refocusing of governmental policies. www.clayjuventud.blogspot.com, www.youth2010.org 

Nicolás Iglesias, Continental Youth Coordinator has represented CLAI for this event. 

 

Europe

United Kingdom
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Youth voices on mission were heard at Edinburgh 2010

It has often been said that youth are the future of the Church. This may be true, but it is important to realize that while youth will eventually become the Church of tomorrow, they are also intricately involved in the formation and development of today's Church. In the time leading up to the June conference, Edinburgh 2010 has worked hard to increasingly incorporate the inspirational perspectives and ideas of young people within the Church. 

Read more 


The Netherlands
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Shida Boukhizou (actress)
One of the persons interviewed in the movie

Hearing the other side - Conversations with muslim youth

Following the assassination of the Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh in 2004, Hearing the Other Side features inspiring conversations with diverse Muslim youth in the Netherlands. Showing what it means to be a faith community in an absolutely secular context, how the religious identities of young Muslims are under scrutiny, what it means to be a Muslim woman choosing to wear a headscarf in Europe, and, more than anything else, what is missing in the dialogue. Amidst media stereotyping and the subtle yet deep-reaching racist mindsets, Dutch Muslims share their perspectives with others, with the hope of being heard. 

This movie was produced by Ms. Naveen Qayyum, a former WCC intern. 

Watch the trailer 


 

Africa
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South Africa Council of Churches 

Remember the Poor

The Soccer World Cup is  in "full speed" the game event of the year! 

The South Africa Council of Churches uses the opportunity to raise awareness about poor people affected by the World Cup event. Over 40 civil organizations are calling for equal education, better economy and they ask: "remember us and our needs when the season of soccer tourism is over". 

Flyer of the campaign

Memorandum on the campaign 



Pacific
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Mangroves and erosion on Viwa Island
Photo: Mark Beach/WCC

Living letters visit to the Pacific

Nikos Kosmidis, a member of the WCC Echos commission on youth in the ecumenical movement, from church of Greece, was sent as part of the “Living Letters” delegation to the Pacific, representing the youth voice. 

“I was offered a unique opportunity of deepening my knowledge on climate change issues and to strengthen my environmental awareness. By spending a few days with the people of Fiji and experiencing the uncertainty for their future it became clear that it is now the time for the adoption a new conscious way of life, especially among the richer countries. We have to understand that our growth and development the past decades is affecting in a dramatic way other parts of the world. The tears in the eyes of the Fijian people and their farewell songs will always remind us how urgent is the need for Christians to continue praying and working together in order to raise awareness for the protection of God’s Creation, respect of human dignity, eco-justice and equity.” 

More on the WCC visit to the Pacific 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.oikoumene.org/index.php?id=7909&rid=f_12184&mid=2366&aC=73f266ef&jumpurl=9" \o "http://www.oikoumene.org/index.php?id=7909&rid=f_12184&mid=2366&aC=73f266ef&jumpurl=9
Opens external link in new window" \t "_blank" 

Photos 


Report on the visit (PDF) 

Question/Answer Section

Dear readers, thank you for the questions that have been raised in your feedback. 

One of the frequently asked questions was about Echos. 

Echos - Commission on youth in the Ecumenical Movement

Young people in the churches are often at the forefront of working for a better world through building relationships, helping the poor and marginalized and promoting peace in our societies. Yet, they are not necessarily leaders in their churches, young people want to be involved in the churches work in the world and in the ecumenical movement.  This came out clearly from the younger delegates and participants in the WCC ninth assembly (Porto Alegre, Brazil 2006), the highest governing body of the WCC.  The churches responded by affirming the participation and involvement of younger people in the ecumenical movement and by creating a commission on youth in the ecumenical movement - Echos. 

The new consultative body consists of 25 young people from a broad cross-section of the ecumenical movement.  The group chose its own name "Echos" which is transliterated from the Greek word meaning "sound".
The commission has the task of enabling young people to develop their visions of the ecumenical movement and strengthen their role in the decision-making mechanisms of the WCC. 

Read more about Echos and how you can get involved 

 

Prayer Request

Dear readers, thank you for all the hopes and needs shared with us. 

We would like to invite you joining us in the weekly ecumenical prayer cycle where we can pray together for our brothers and sisters in faith all around the world and specially for young people in South India. 

 

Got an ecumenical youth website? Add it to our links page.

Not signed up to our mailing list? In order to receive the WCC's youth e-news directly please register here. 



